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THE 
F-piltle Dedicatory» 
TO THE 


RIGHT HONOUR ABLE 


THE 


Marchionels of Regne. 


May it pleaſe your Honour, 


—\HERE is no Age of our Lite, where- 
in we are not obliged to think of it's 
ſhort Duration, and che vaſt Eterni- 
ty of that which will moſt certainly 

follow it. But they who ſee themlelves, as I do, 
near the End of their Stage, ſure, above all os 
thers, are the moſt particularly ingaged to make 
it their Continual Meditation: And I can affure 
you, Madam, that, as it is the moſt common En- 
certainment I allow my felf, ſo it is likewiſe, the 
oreateſt Aſtoniſhment to me in the World, be- 
cauſe it gives mea clear Conviction that the groſs 
of Mankind do Live, as it they were never to 
Die. All their thoughts and buſtle amount only 
A} bo - * 
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to this, as the Apoſtle phraſes it, to purſue the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, and the Pride 
of Life, and to Advance their Carnal Intereſts in 
this World, as if there was nothing more to hope 
for, or to fear, on the other fide the Gulph which 
all muſt Shoot ;. br, at leaſt, as if it. were but a 
matter of ſmall ſignificancy, to think what ſhall 
become of us when we. are to go we know not 
where at Death. This ſtrange Stupidity would 
hewever be far leſs ſurpriſing than it is, if it were 
only among Heathens, that are under the exile of 
all other Illuminations, beſide that of their Cor- 
rupted Reaſon: But it ts become Inexcnſable, 
This Inſenſiblenefs, among Perſons that are Born 
in. a Chriſtian World, and that are Educated and 
Bred up in the Truths of the Goſpel, wherein, 
as: a Shiing-bght, Almighty God has plac'd borh Life 
and: Immortality. And it was upon this Subject, 
Madam, thar I had the Honour, ſome few days 
paſt, of holding a Converſation with you; And 
the Subject being of the laſt Weight and Impor- 
tance, | have made ſince ſome | <fiiua RefleCti- 
ons upon it. I could wiſh, Madam, with all m 

Heart I was capable, though bur in a ſmall Mea- 
ſure, by this Diſcourſe, to draw off ſome Peo- 
ple from this profound Security, to which all are 
more or leſs inclined ; but that is not the Work 


of 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
of Fleſh and Blood; God himſelf muſt Work ups 
on their Hearts, and Imprint therein his fear. 
My only, Deſign in this "Treatiſe, which I hume 
bly beg to lay at your Honors Feet for ProteCti- 
on, has been to couch up in brief the ſeveral 
Reaſons that ſeem'd to me to be the moſt Ma- 
terial and Proper to awaken Men our of this moſt 
dangerous and deſtructive Lethargy, by diſco- 
vering to them the ſmall Number of thoſe that 
may juſtifiably hope for Eternal Salvation. There 
are ſome Divines, very fincere and upright, and 
others, that are too apt to believe whatſoever 
they deſire ; and among many things, this eſpe- 
cially, that the Mercies of God, (as they are a- 
bove all his Works) are of a vaſt Extent, and 
far beyond our poſſibility of finding out : Bur 
there are ſome others, whole Reaſons appear 
more ſtrong and finewy to me, that conclude, 
(and they bring the Holy Scriptures for their 
Buckler of Defence) that the Mercy of God is to 
be reſtrained to a fewer Number. "This laſt Con- 
fderation ought to be a powerful Incentive to ſtir 
up all thoſe, that have any ſober Thoughts as 
bout their Salvation, to work it out- with Fear 
and Trembling ; carefully to perform all the Duties 
of Piety and Charity which God requires of thoſe 
that make any pretentions to that moſt bleſſed 
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Life; and to ftrive, to the utmoſt of their Po- 
wer, to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, for Strait is 
the Gate, and Narrow is the Way, that leads to LifeEternal. 
T HE Honour that you do me, Madam, in 
caſting your favourable regards upon me ; but 
eſpecially that Piety which renders you ſo Emi- 
nently great; that knowledg of, and that Love 
ou bear to, Sacred things, made me believe that 
you would nor be diſplealed with me, it I ſhould 
preſume to ſer your honor's Name art the begin- 
ning of this ſhort Diſcourſe. I would gladly, 
Madam, preſent you with ſomething that was 
more Worthy of you ; but I hope the Worth 
and Excellency of the Subje&t, and your own 
inhate Goodneſs and Virtue, will ſupply the de- 
ficiency that you may find in the Compoſition. 
It will be an extream happineſs to me, to hear 
thac this little Treatiſe pleaſes you, and thar ir 
is capable of giving you any Satisfa&tion among 
the ſeveral other holy Exerciſes of Piery, by which 
you are daily preparing your felt for that Bleſſed 
and moſt Glorious Eternity. Let me beſeech 
you, Madam, to receive it as a ſmall Teſtimony 
of that profound reſpect I bear you in the qualicy of 
Madam, 


Your Honor”s moſt Humble, moff Obe- 
dient, and moſt Obliged Servant, 


Lewis Du-Lzoulin. 


Moral RefleQions upon the Number of 
the Ele. 


Hoſe that haveWritten concerning the Extent of God's 
Grace,Q&of the greater or leſs Number of them that 
are to be Saved, arc divided in their Sentiments 
and Opinions. {Some, who are but few in Num- 
ber, as Calm Secundaus Curio, de amplitudine 
regns gratic, have-jndeavoured to prove, That 
the Number of the Saved Ones, is mach more 

great, than that of the Damned. Others make 
almoſt an equal diviſion of them, as Zainglius : But the moſt 
believe, that the Number of the Damned is incomparably grea- 
ter, than thoſe that are Saved; and that there is not above one 

Saved of a hundred Thouſand, or rather of a Million, from .4- 

dam, even to the Day of Judgment. * 

Thoſe who hold the two former Opinions, do ftrongly prefs 
theſe Conſiderations, | 
1. That the firilt Man, who! was the repreſentative of all 

Man-kind, was Saved; and that his Wife Eve was fo too, be- 

cauſe the promiſe, That the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the 

Serpent's Head, belonged as much to Eve, as to Adam: thatif, 

on one Hand, Cain was Damned; on the other, there is no 

doubt to be made on't, but that Abel was Saved ; as likewiſe, 

Seth, | 
2. That the Law in its greateſt Rigour ſayes, That 

God puniſhes, Lut to -the Third and Fourth Generation 3 but 

He ſhews Mercy to a Thouſand Generations, 

3. That the Mercies of God, Exod, 34. v. 7. and Numb. 
B 14. 18. 
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14. 18. are of a very large Extent, Upon which paſſages Cal- 
vin remarks, that in ſaying Ged forgives Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, 
and Sin, He wonderfully advances the greatneſs of his Mer- 
cies, and of his Clemency; and that He makes us to under. 
ftand He Pardons, not only little Sins, but alſo the - moſt 
Enormous. Tollens mniquitatem, peccatum, & ſcelus, Sic enim ex. 
primitur magnitudo clementie, que non levibus tantum deliftis dat 
veniam, ſed graviſſumis quibuſque Sceleribus. 

4. That God is flow to Anger, ready to Pardon, and ſhew 
Mercy, Nehem. 9. 17, and in 103. Pſal, 8, it is ſaid Plen- 
reous in Aercy, 

5. That He forgives Sins of the deepeſt dye. 

6. That if an Eſau, was the Figure of the Reprobate, a 
Zaceb was that of the Elect. | AF 2 

7. That the Separation in the 25, of Mar. 33, wthe Day 
of Judgment, of the Juſt, from the Unjuſt, of the Sheep., 
from the Goats; and which alſo is repreſented by the two 
Thieves, .the one on the Right Hand, and the'8her on the 
Left. of. 7eſj44 Chriſt -on. the Croſs, very viſibly delice "the 
equal Number of the Sayed, and the Damned ; Tt Being wtto: 

er. uplikely, that 7eſus Chriſt would have us know, that for 
Millions -of Goats, which he ſhould fet on his Left Hand, He 
ſhould ſet but one or two. Sheep on his Right. 

8, That Sajnt Pail ſayes, that God would have all the 
World to be Saved; and he hath not Ordained us to Wrath, 
but that. we ſhould obtain Salvation by Feſus Chriſt, 

0. That in the parables of thoſe that were invited to 
the -Wedding-. Feaſt, for one fingle Perſon, ' that had not on bis 
Wedding Garment of the three. whereof, there was but one 
that did not put out his Talent to Uſury ; that of ten Virgins, 
there were as many Wiſe as Fogliſh: It is evident, that at the 
leaſt, the. Number of thoſe that are Saved, equals that of the 
Damned. _ | 

10. That the Work of God, and his Natural "Inclination , 
is to do-good to, his Creatures, and to Pardon them their Sins ; 
thqr he.never puniſhes, but with regret and unwillingneſs, and 
that to deſtroy, and to chaftiſe rigorqully, 1r 5s his Work , but 
it is his ſtrange Work ;, and his At, but 'his ſtrange A, Wa. 28. 
ver. 21, | 
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11, That the Grace of God is exalted far above his Judg-. 
ments., and his Sevcrities, That there, Where Sin bas aboun- 
ded, Grace bas mach mare abounded. | | 

12, That if Feſus Chx:ſ would have us to Pardon ſe- 
ven times, yea ſevemy -'times feven, our offending Brother ; 
there is no likelihood, but that God ſhould be much more Mer- 
ciful, ſince he commandsius Mortals to be ſo. 

13. And if God .promifes to give a New Heart to all 
thoſe whoſe Sins he; Pardons; who will betieve thar God. ſhould 
Pardon an infinite number of- perſons; but that he ſhould only 
Iive a New Heart to a few? 

14. And God would hot command us to ſay, Forgive 
us our Sins, if he had not had any intention to Forgive them; 
for he did not make that Command to fend us away from him 
(as\ we ſay) like Fools,. as we came. 

I5. Thar Man to whom God has given the Grace: to Par- 
don all thoſe' thar have offended hitn, has a Tacite promiſe, 
that God: will forgive him alt his Sins. . 

16, And thefe. Confiderations, that of the Twelve, who 
were: called ro the Apoltleſhip, there was but one fades; 
that of two Thieves; one was Saved, and the other Danned : 
Fhat for one in Hell, there was alfo one. in Abraham's Boſom. 
Fhat no Sin is ſo great (excepting that againſt the Holy Ghoſt) 
but it is Pardonable, Swce the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſes us 


* 


from all Sin: theſe Conſiderations, 1 ſay, ſeem to Teftify,. that 


at leaſt the Number of thoſe that are Saved, equals that of them 
that are Damned. 7 
17. They mightily preſs, the infinite price, and value of 
the Merit, Death, and Satisfaftion, and Redemption of 
Feſus Chriſt, which is not only efficacious to Pardon an infinity 


. of Sins, both for ther Namber and their Enormity ; but alſo 


to Pardon an infinity of Mem, That it is extreamly to lefſen the 
ends for which 7e/zs Chriſt came into the World, if you admit 
that he only came into the World, to Redeem one Man of a 
Hundred, of a Thouſand, or of Ten Thouſand, or indeed of a 
Hundred Thouſand ; not to add a Million. 

is, That it is not to be believed, that Feſus Chriſt at 
the Right Hand of his Father, does intercede bur for one of a 
Hundred Thouſand of alt Manizind,. as thoſe would: have us 
B 2 that 
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that are 'of the third and laſt Opinion. 

. 19.. They do likewiſe urge mightily this Confideration ; 
that ſince none are in the State of Damnation, but who are 
under. a' perpetual Weeping, Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth, and 
an Eteraal Horror of Conſcience for their paſt offences, it rati- 
onally cannot be. affirm'd of ſo. many Millions of Millions of Hea- 
then Children, that Dyed before ever they came to the uſe and 
exerciſe of Reaſon; and if God be favourable and merciful to 
thoſe (as who can-determine to the contrary) it would be ri- 
diculous to think, that God has reſerved their Parents alive, that 
have the uſe of Reaſon, to Damn them to all Eternity, 

20. It is altedged alſo, that if Feſus Chriſt Pray'd for 
thoſe that Crucified him, 4 fortiori, would one think, he Pray'd 
for them that have never known him ? 

21, Who will believe, ſay they,” that God ſo loved the 

World, or that he has ſent his Son into the World, not to Con- 
demn the World, but that it might be Saved by him: That 
Ay is the Lamb of God, that takes away the Sins of the World : 
that God ſent Jeſus Chriſt to Redeem thoſe that are under the 
Law: And that being the Bread of Life, He gave himſelf to 
the World, to give Life to it: That God who hath delivered us 
from the Power of Darkneſs, and hath Tranſlated us into the King- 
dome of his dear Son, in whom we have Redemption through his 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, Col. 1. 13, 14. and has 
diſplay'd unto us the Riches of his.Grace, wherein he hath aboun- 
ded, towards us win: all Wiſdeme. and Prudence, Eph. 1. 7, 8. Who 
will believe, I ſay, that by the World, you muſt -utderſtand, 
but ene or two Perſons, among 1 know not how many Thou- 
ſands or Millions in the World ? and that ſuch great Riches, and 
exceeding Grace, ſhould be only kEpt for ſo ſmall and inconſide- 
rable a part of the World? and where is that Love towards. 
the World, to ct it: walk, that is tb ſay,: periſh in it's own 
ways ? how 

_ They ſay, that the: Words. of Jeſus Chrif#, That, 
the Number of the Choſen is far leſs, than that of the. Cal. 
led, do not contradit their Opinion; who will have the Num- 
ber of the Faithful, to exceed that of the Unfaithful : For there 
was but one unfaithful perſon among the Apoſiles; and yet not-- 
withtanding it. is true, that more Apoſtles were Ca/ed, than, 
Choſen. BUT 


- 
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BUT for all this; the Arguments of thoſe, who maintain that 
from the Days of Adam at the beginning, unto the end of the 
World, there is not one Perſon of Ten Thouſand, Saved; and 
it is well, if there be one of a Hundred Thouſand that is; are 
incomparably more ftrong and nervous, than their Arguments 
are; who are of the Opinion, that the Number of the Saved, is 
cqual to that of the Damned, or for another proportion of 
Number, of one Saved for a Thouſand, or Ten Thouſand that 
are nor. 

IN the firſt place, they do moſt eafily enervate, and weaken 
all the Arguments of thoſe who hold the Opinion of Celws Cu- 
rio Secundys ; and of the others too, that: equal the Number of 
the Elect to that of the Reprobate, They fay firſt of all, that 
if we ought not to be too Ingenious, to throw Men into a De- 
ſpair of their Salvation; or of that of others, where an exceſs 
of Charity is pardonable : So likewiſe, we ought not to lull them 
aſleep in the depth of ſecurity, by a falſe perſwaſton, that they 
ſhall be Saved: That Adam and Eve's Salvation is much what 
the ſame with that of Solomer?s, and both equally probable, 
though they are not. certainly known and revealed, That no- 
thing can be concluded of the Salvation or Damnation of thoſe, 
who were the Types of things to come: for it happened ſome- 
times, that one perſon, as Eſan, who was the Figure and Type 
of the Reprobate, was alſo that of the moſt excellent thing in 
the World; to wit, the Righteoufneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, under 
which a 7aceb, a Sinner, obtained the Bleſſing of God : that thoſe 
promiſes and declarations in Exod. 34. and Namb.. 14. are Con- 
ditional, and only appertain to thoſe that obey the Command.- 
ments of God, that keep within his Alliance, and that Repent; 
as David did in the 32. Pſalm, in ſaying, That Bleſſed 3s he: 
whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin 18 covered. Bleſſed is 
the Man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whoſe 

ſpirit there is no guile, When I kept ſilence, my Bones waxed Old ; 

through my roaring all the day long, For Day and Night thy 
Hand was heavy upon me: my moifture 1s turn'd into the dronght 
of Summer, Selah, J acknowledged my Sin ute Thee, and mine 
Fniquity have I net hid: I ſaid, I will confeſs my Tranſgreſſions' 
wnto the Lord, and thou foro aveſt the Iniquiry of my Sin, Selah, 

Ver. I, 2, 3,4, 5. The Remiſſion of Sins belongs to thoſe, whoſe- 
B. 2 Hearts - 
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Heatts are without gvile or malice. That when Saint Paul ſayes, 
that. Ged would have all the World to be Saved, he means, 
that God under the Goſpel hath not reſtrained Salvation to one 
particular Family; as under the legal Oeconowy. That thofe 
words of Saint Paul, 1 Thefſ. 5. Yer. 9. For God hath not ap- 
pointed us to Wrath, but to «btein Salvation by onr Lord ]cſus 
Chrilt, are to be explained by thoſe of the 13. ver, of the 24. 
chap, of the 2d Thef, to wit, That God hath from the begin- 
ming Cho/en us to Salvation, through ſanttificatton of the Spurit, 
ard belief of the Truth. Gad, hath choſen us to be SanCtified, 
and hath Sancified us to the end, that he might Save us. That 
al! the World fallen in Adam, deſerving the Curſe, and Eter- 
nab Damnation, it is a fignal Mercy to ſpare ſome from thar 
general Condemnation. That how excelleat ſoever the Efficacy 
of Redemption may be, *tis only for thoſe, whom God hath a 
migd. 'to Save: and when 7/5 Chr:/i Prayed for thoſe that 
Crucified him, he did particularly mark out thoſe, in Atts 2, 
ver. 36. and. 37. who would Repent at the Preacting of Saint 
Peter, Andi though there ſhould be but one Saved for a Hun- 
dred Thoufand that ſhould periſh, and be lolt, yet Grace would 
ſuperabound in this ane perſon Saved, wiere $12 had abounded , 
as in-the Example of the Thief. Zate 23, 40, 41, As to the 
Salvation of the Children. of heathen Parents, or others; that is 
a. ſealed. Lack, which God does not permit us to open: It is 
ſufficient: for us Mortals to know, that none is, or can be, Sa= 
ved, but by 7efis,Chrift - but we muſt not go about to, deter= 
mine, whether none; are Saved, but who: have known: Feſus Chriſt, 
ll. other, palſages. ſeem to carry with them ſome kind of proba- 
bility, and, likelyhood, . but. they are. not convincing ; and their 
ſolution is very cafy: In a word, they arc nothing ſo forcive, 
as thoſe which arc alleadged for the ſupport and maintenance 
of this third. Opinion. 

THOSE. who hold it, altledge the rigour of the Examination 
at\the:Day of Judgmcet; and the Words of Saint Paw, in the 
2 Cox. Cc 5. v. 10, For we. muſt all appcar before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, that every 078 may receive the things done in bus Bo» 
ay, according to that be bath done, whether it b7 good or bad: K nownng 
therefore the Terror of the Lerd, &c, Theſe words bring: to my 
Remeaibrance, a Diſcourſe] had ſome time liace, concerning 

w Mr, 
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Mr. Richard Baxter, and the way he takes to (top the brisk 
carreer of finners, that are running in headlong to Perditions 
and to ſnatch them by violence, as | may {zy, out of the clut- 
ches of the Devil: *Twas ſaid, that he ſhnt up the Gates of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, that ſo none ſhould enter in. beſide 
himſelf, becauſe he does ſo mightily preſs the neceſlity of a 
Holy Lifc, and the ſmall Number of thoſe that ſhall be Saved : 
Upon which I alledged theſe Words of Saint Paul, much more 
ſtartling and thundring to ſinners, than ever yet any thing that 
Mr. Baxter has either Preached or Written, But that good, 
and pious Man ſhews himſelf to be not ſo much a Boanerges, as 
a Barnabas, by his Books, his Sermons, and his Diſcourſes : 
and indeed he hath Converted more Sinners from the State of 
Nature, to that of Grace, than, | believe, any in the World 
belides, next to the Apoſtles, and Calvin, But ro return to my 
ſubje. 

THEY fay, that the Univerſal deluge, all (fave the Family 
of Noah) repreſents the ſmall Number of the Choſen and Faith- 
ful ones, whom God reſerved from the gencral Damnation, That 
of all the World, Curſed by the Sin of Adam, God only refer- 
ved from him down te-Noab, a very few of the Faithful, according 
to the proportion of eight perſons, to ſo many Millions of Men 
and Women, Drowned by the Flood : For although from thence 
we are not to conclude, that all thoſe who were in the Ark 
were Faithful, nor that all the Drowned were Damned; yet 
the few that were Saved from Drowning, and the vaſt Num- 
ber 'of thoſe that periſhed in the Waters, were an expreſs Fi- 
gure, not only of the Eternal EleCtion of thoſe to whom God 
deſigned Salvation, but al'o of the extream different Number of 
the Ele and Reprobate; the former beiro fo few, :nd: the 0- 
ther ſo vaſtly great. 

SO likewiſe, what we Read in the 1 Petey, chay, 3. v, 20, of 
Nozt"s Preaching, While the Ark was a pretaring, to one part 
of the World, to bring them to Repentance, and to prevent 
the Judgment of the deluge; repreſents, that 25 the Number 
of the called was incomparably leſs than that of ticſe, who were 
not called; ſo was the Number of the cailed in:omparably grea- 
ter, than that of the Cheſey. | 

BUT as to Sainz Perer ; | hill not male uſe of one Argu- 
meENt? 
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ment, which is fetched from bim, to prove not only 'the difit- 
culty. of being Saved ; but alſo the ſmall Number of thoſe that 
are Saved; nor from thoſe words in the 4. chap, of the ſame 
Epilile, ver. 18, And if the Righteous ſcarcely be Saved, where 
ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner appear * For the Apoſtle does 
not ſpeak in that place, of the diificulty of being Saved, but of 
eſcaping the Judgments of God in this World by afflictions, 
diſeaſes, poverty, and death, 

THE Perſon of Abraham, and his Family, are repreſentations 
of the ſame Nature: eſpecially the Land of Canaan is a Type 
of the Kingdom of Heaven; in which there entered but a very 
few Perſons, comparatively to all the Inhabitants in the Earth; 
and thoſe that did not enter into it, were a plain and manifeſt 
Figure, that all the \Vorld ſhould go' into Perdition, excepting 
8 very few Perſons, that, in regard to the Number of thaſe, 
who enter'd into the Land of Canaan, arc but as one Perſon 
for a Hundred Thouſand, or Millions, which filled the Earth, 
or at molt but two Perſons, as Caleb, and Foſhua, for all the 
relt of the People of /ſrae!, that did not enter into it. 

BUT to inſiſt morc particularly upon this Subjet; thoſe, 
who are for a very ſmall Number of the Elet, in compariſon 
of thoſe that are not Ele&ed, conſider the Face of the whole 
World, during four Thouſand Years; where they do not find, 
that of Ten Thouſand, nay, a Hundred Thouſand, not to men- 
tion a Million, one ſingle Perſon could be Saved. It muſt be 
obſerved, that God from all the Corruption and general Idolatry, 
only reſerved Abraham”, and his Polterityz where God was out- 
wardly Worſhiped, according to his Commands, except He al- 
ways reſerved to himſelf fome few True Worſhippers in divers 
Parts of the World, as the Family of Fob, and thoſe of his 
Friends were : that this is a thing to be believed, that the grea- 
reſt part of Abrahan's polterity, though they were circumciſed 
in their Fleſh, yer were not in their Hearts, That of a Hun- 
dred Perſons, Fourſcore and Nineteen, had not the Faith of 4- 
braham; fince that the Children of J1ſrael, during their abode in 
Egypt, Worſhipped /dols, as we Read in the 20, Exzek. ver, 8. 
Hut they Rebelled againſt the Lord thr God, and would not hear- 
kin unto him; they did not every Man caſt away the Abominations of 
their Eyes, neither aid they forſake the Idols of Egypt. That un- 
der 
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der the Judges and Kings, they were, for the moſt of them, 1- 
dolaters : That more than half of the Kings of Fadah were ſo, 
for above Three Hundred and -Fourſcore Years, and” that-all the 
Kings of Jſ-ael quitted the Service of the True God, and"drew 
off all their SubjeQs too, and turned them' to their own' Idolu- 
try; but indeed, in: the -time of King Ababs Reigh, 4 Kings 
Cc. 19, v. 18, God-had left ro himſelf Sever Thouſand 'm Urael; 
that had not bowea their Knets to Banl, nor with the:rr Months ba 
Kiſt bim. 
AND certainly that diviſion of the Kingdom of 1ſrae! into 
two parties in - the time' of Rehobvarr by God's: Appointment, 
and' who alſo gave'the greate!t part 'to an-Idolatrous Perſon'as 
Ferobdam was; is {trong 'proof 'and riienifeſtation; that not'di- 
ly he ſuffered all' the-World, excepting” the Land/ of 'Chnaan, to 
refmain'in Perdition'; but alſo; 'that the” greacelt gartof hisPeo- 
ple ſhould follow the. coltſe'oF'the' Gentiles, fince thavef Twelve 
Tribes, he wild or permitted;Teri' of: them' publickly to embrace 
the Worſhip of the! Gentiles,” and-'to_\Reep to! himfelf -but.:& 
handfat 'vf Perſons, a&1WAe the Stven Fhouſind 'that' did mot 
conform: to the Gentf@s Withlp';*niong whomialſoy! 1 as 
confident, rione can be- affure$thar 'thite* were no Hypocrites yg 
for even' there of thoſe} who were Hor Iddlaters, .and-who had 
not bowed their -Kneesito-Bualj but were fixt! rolthe«purd'Ser= 
vice of God; the':'Prophets -ſaid;-they "Drew" Heat? i God' wick 
thiir Months, but Their! HiartY\wert far fromhins/" VLYrey 21-3018 
-BUT'it is' evfy 'rd mike *it out?! a6! it is' buriwhat- may be 
eathered from He' Words of St; Paul,” ' At" 14. wer, 't6, That 
God in times paſt," '[Wffered all' Nations to walk in their own ways ; 
and from- the other: 'Words of-the fame Apoſtle, in As 117. 
ver...3Q. That the! tdmef.of tbyi'kworante God Wanktd at, and from 
the Greek: Word? #4:9/36r, that bef6re the cominfg: of our :Saviz 
our Chrift,' God left alſ-the* World_in-Perdition, /and conſequent- 
ly: that ' for one "of 4by45a#: Poſterity, that was Fairhful;'and 
Saved\mary Milli>o9-of Perſons among the Gentiles; or rather, 
all the'Gentiles,' were Reprobate. -To which, if you will pleaſe to 
add this Conſideration, that among a Hundred Perſons 'of A» 
brabam's ' Poſterity,” thoſe that were called -and circumciſed” in 
their Fore- skins;, i ſcarce. was there ohe - found* Circumciſed” in 
Heart: Which does mightily advance the Number of the Re- 
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probate: before. the Coming of 7eſus Chrift. 

THERE'S a very. conſiderable Circumſtance, which ſhews 
that God had but a very few Electamong all the Poſterity of A4- 
braham; for of all the [nhabitants.of the Land, they were the mot 
Vitievs, Profane, and Idolatrous; and who came very near to 
the Character which. St. . Paw/ gives of .the, Natural Propenbry, 
and Indlination- of. Mankind, Tz. 3, ver. 3. when he ſayes, For 
«6 0nr ſelves. alſo, were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, decervea, 
ſerving divers lufts and pleaſures, Living im malice, and envy, 
haveful, and bating one another, So that it ſeems God was wil- 
ling to: work, in them, the Miracle that he wrought in the Con- 
verſion of lame Perſons. in Rome and, Cormh, which were two 
of the moſt; Infamous: Sinks and Stews-of the Empire, to the 
end: that that. Converſion. might - be {0 nach the more Eminent 
and Notoxious z the. Heathens, ſuch as .T«cirxs, defcribes:.them 
aftes. a mat/'Frighaful and Terrible manner, adverſus omnes hoſt- 
ls- odiamrs, the greatnel(s. of their Ingretitude,. Malignity, Rebelli. 
an;: Debapchery: of Life, and Idolairy; 8 not lmaginable.; and 
iis fa; mach the more foul and; eparmaus, if I may _ndt+ add 
we Monſtrous, as their privilgdges/ were: the more fgnal and 

ecular, os: were thaſc. + The;\;Ark; bf the Covenant, the Urim 
and! Thniwin, the Oracles, Viſions, Revelations--both Vocal 
andeMenial, ithe Prophets, and a Magnificent, Worſhip 4 it was 
then when they. were mol addifted to. Idolatry'; for when alt 
thoſe priviledges- ceaſed, and-failed them, you Read not that 
thty were:mich guilty of Idolatry,, but rather inthe room of it i was 
fabſtitured Pride, Phariſaical Arrogance, and the Opinion of their 
own Merits, which was worſe than Idolatry"it ſelf; which you 
may fee 28. you'peſs. along, that, Ged, did/not chooſe the Good, 
buc the: moſk Wicked, that ſo he might. make them Gaod, to the 
End-that, EleRtion might be of pure , and free Grace; as St. 
Pani fayes, and the Council of Orange, Nan quales noſtro merito, 
fed ſun gratia, which is alſo ſaid in Dew, 7.v. 7, & $8; The 
Lord did not ſet his Love upon you, nor chooſe you, becayſe you 
were more in Number than any People, (for ye were the fewift of 
ali Prople) but becauſe the Lord Loved you, &c. 

AND to come-to the time of our bleſſed Saviour, of the Ten 
Thotfand to whom that Holy God-Man 7ef#s Preached, hard- 
ly will you be able to prove, or ſubſtantially ind any thing, to 
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ground your Belief, that a Hundred of them were Converted, 
whereof the gxeateſt part thought that 7eſou Chrift' was come 
into the World, not to eſtabliſh a Spiritual Kingdom in it, made- 
up of Saints and Faithful Souls, but to_eret an Earthly Em- 
pire, and to ſet up Tabernacles in it. [7e/#s Chriſt ſayes, that 
his Flock is ſmall; that there are but ſcw perſons that enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven; that when he ſhall come again u 
on the Earth, he ſhall not find Faith in it; that - all the World 
ſhall rvn after the Beaſt: That the Number of the Ele is ve- 
ry little in Compariſon of thoſe that are Called, and Conſequent- 
ly, that the Number of the Called is infinitely leſs, than that 
of thoſe who are not Called, and that know not what the Chri- 
ſiian Religion is. For it you ſuppoſe that before 7eſus Chriſt, 
there was but one Called among a Hundred Thouſand, if not 
indecd a Million of Mem, and that among a Hundred Called, it 
was but a peradventure: that one was Choſen; the Number of 
the Ele before the Advent of Feſws Chriſt will amount to ve- 
ry littte; for it is  caſy, to ſhew by Hiſtory, that; [| wifl not 
ſay of a Hundred, but of Five Hundred, or a Thouſand Called 
in /frael, ſcarce will you fad one Faithful ; infomuch,” that though 
the Called People were ſo: greatly numerous, the Prophets, par- 
ticularly Eſaiah, corpplain, that hardly -one believed their Re- 
port, or Preaching. ! 7 
BUT to make a little farther advance into the Evangelical 
Occanomy, under whick the Number of the Eleft, is incompd- 
rably far greater than under the Legal; if, of Five and Twen- 
ty Men in the World; there had been one Caled, and of Twen- 
ty Called, one Choſen or Saved; the Number of theſe latter, 
would not amount to above one of Five Hundred that ſhould 
be rejected : Which nevertheleſs woukd come up ro many Millions 
Saved, more than under the legal Ozconomy: But yet; by this 
way of compting, the Number of the Saved before and after 
Feſus Chriſt, would not amount but: {a to this, a 
Million of thoſe that were Rejected for one Saved. 
CERTAINLY, he that ſhall conſider that very ſmall Num- 
ber of the Chriſtian Church from Feſus Chriſt's time down to 
vr: days, will find that, during all the long ſpace from that to 
this, the Number of - Chriſtians hath: not been one * perſon, 
in Twenty or Thirty that Iye wander _ darkneſs of' Paganifmne, 
2 and 
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and: that of a: Hundred Chriſtians: who: are Called, Fourſcore and 
Niacteen have: been cither Heveticks, or Papifts,, or Mahumetans, 
or: Wicked; an; 5 ) « 

- :EUSEBIUS remarks-in the Third Ape of the Chriſtians, that 

"when they had ſome Abatement .of the Perſecution, as during 
Fourteen or Fifteen Years beſore Dzecleſian, they ſlackened alſo 
io- their heat of practiſing Piety, 'and Charity, which in'the time 
of Perſecution did ſtrongly Unite them : and'thart Hereftes, Fa&i. 
ons, Ambition, and Avarice, had corrupted the Biſhops ; and that 
they all Rood in need of a:rugged Phyfitian, ſuch as Diecleſian 
was, to-purge out their ill Humours, 'and to correct their dif. 
orders and Extravagances. 

SULPITIUS SEVERUS in the Fourth Age, gives them both | 
no-better Charater : he ſayes of the Biſhops, that they were 
Vitjous,” Ambitious, and Factious Perſons: and that ſuch :Perſons 
as Ithacius and: Idacins, who: were offended at thoſe Opinions 
that were ſound, and Orthodox, had roeted out almoſt all Cha- 
rity, when they would not+let the :Emperour Maximinus be at 
any; quiet: until/he- had put to Death Priſcilian and his follow- 
ers, contrary to the ſentiment of Martin, Biſhop of Tours; who Y 
was much-what like. to the Prophets Ely and Eſha, for being 
almoſt the only Perfon.that kept -his Integrity, and his Holineſs 
amidſt the general Corruption, | | 
» SAINT 'Chryſoſtome 'in- the: ſame: Age, does oft-times enlarge 
himſelf, upon this Subject. of the ſmall 'Number of the: EleR, or 
of the” Faithful, -in; compariſon of thoſe that deſcend into: perditi- 
on, In one of his Homilies; on the Song of Solomon; he tells us, 
that as he was preaching to a very great Audience, to no fewer, 
in his. Judgment, than Twenty Thouſand Men, all on the ſud- 
den; he fell; jnto:a ſhower of Tears,;*:upon a Thought that then 
came,into-his Head ;- and -extreamly troubled him ; but yet which' 
ke: was reſolved. nat-ro-conceal; from- them, and therefore brake 
forth to this, xffect, - That; he Uig.not | believe there were above 
Nineteen or Twenty -Perſons-if-all' that great Amaſs of People, 
that 'belonged. to the EleRion-of. Grace, and in whom might be 
found the - CharaQter of a faithful Soul and Child of God, And 
in another. Homily, he compares the Efficacy of the Word upon 
the) Hearts of -Mep, -to. a {great- quantity: of Water which may be 
poured through.ſeveral-ſieves upon many Thouſands of Bottles, 

. whoſe 
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whoſe Necks are ſo ſtrait and ſmall, that notwithſtanding the 
great. Effuſion, there are but a very few drops comparatively 
get into —_ that have moſt, and but very few of them have 
any at all. 

To come to the Fifth Age; Salvian,a famous Presbyter of 17: ſcil. 
les, who liveda long whilein that Age, ſpeaking of his time, ſaves; 
that except a very ſmall Number, the Chriſtians were a fink of 
Wickednels and Impurity. Preter pauciſſimos quoſdam, - qui mala 
fuguunt, quid eſt alia Chriſiianorum cans, quam ſertir.a vitierums? 
lib. 3. de providen. & Guberrat. + TJudic. Dei, And all over, 
that Holy Man teſtifies the griet he had to ſee how Hereſy, and 
the practice of Vices Reigned among Chr//i:aus, whoſe horrible 
Diſorders he openly took Notice of, 

IF the greatelt Liglits of the pureſt Antiquity of the Chruch 
were but Darkneſs; and if of Five Hundred at that time, it 
can ſcarce be believed that one was Saved, what might we think 
of the Number of the Elect in the following Ages, which, as 
Feſus Chriſt fayes, were Darkneſs it ſelf, when all the World 
ran after the Beaſt; and when, for above Eight Hundred Years; 
as. we learn from Genebrard, Bernard, Barenius, and a Hundred 
other Romiſh Writers, Thoſe Monſters of Men, the Popes, 
worſe than Caligula, Nero, and Heliogabalus, &c. drew all Eu- 
rope into Perdition? and this is what all the World would ſuf- 
fer per docilitatem aſininam, unleſs ſome or other were permit- 
ted to reſiſt the Pope, and to demand of him by what Authori- 
ty he led ſo many Millions of Perſons into Hell ; for it is thas 
which we learn from the Canon, Sz Papa, &c. 

FOR as the Romiſn Religion according to it's maxime, is no- 
thing elſe but the ſubmiſon of Kings and People to the Pope, 
ſo likewiſe, the Doctors of it would have them to pay him a 
blind Obedience, and follow him whereſoever he leads, and to 
conform themſclves to his Faith in all things. Arndvadins in his 
defence of the Councel of Trent, {ib. 1. ſayes, Fide Pape noſtra 
Continetur, C5 ex jus Hmus Anthoritate falus onnum pendet, That 
is as much as to ſay, our Faith and our Salvation depend alonewon 
the Auth;jrity of the Pope. Thomas Aquinas, Cajttan, Gretzer, 
Valentia, Cornelins Mus, Turrecremata, Vaſquez, Becanus, alſo 
Baronius, and Bellarmine, hold the ſame Language : this laſt tells 
us, lib, 4+. de Pontif. Roman, cap. 5. Fhat if the Pope erred in 
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commanding that which was vitious, and in forbidding the rxer. 
ciſe of wertuous Aftions, we ſhould be obliged in Conſcience to. be- 
lieve that thoſe Vices were Vertues, and thoſe Vertues Vices, For 
that is Conſequently no leſs than it he had (aid, that if the Pope 
would Command us to belicve, that Hel), ſuch as it is. Deſcribed 
.in the Holy Bible, is Paradiie, where he himſelf goes, we 
ought, not only in good manners, but in duty, as obedient 
Children to our Holy Father the Pope, to follow him into that 
Hell, and ſo Damn our own Souls for the ſake of having his 
good company there, becauſe that is, forſooth, the Pope's t ara- 
Ciſe, But thank him heartily for his Love as much as if we 
did. 1 et him injoy his beloved Roaſt-meat by himſelf, for we 
ſhall nor deſire to lick our Fingers ſo dearly, by flinging our Sop 
into his Dripping- pan. 

IF we deſcend lower down after Gregory the firſt, as far as 
to the Reformation began by Zuber; | do not believe, that, 
for more than a Thouſand Years, one Perſon among Ten Milli- 
ons of the Chriſtian Religion, could be Saved, excepting a ſmall 
ſcantling of the Waldenfes and Atbigenſes : For, throughout all 
Exrope, it differed but very little from Paganiſme : it conſiſted 
only in falſe Miracles, in fabulous Legends, in the ſervices of 
Images, -in Adoration of Reliques, in Pilgrimages, and in viſits 
of Holy places for the obtaining of pardons, in the Apparitions 
.of Souls come back from Purgatory which demanded Maſſes for 
their eaſe and comfort, There was no talk then of the Holy 
Bible, it was @ ſealed Bock,, and unknown to the people : ſcarce 
was Feſus Chriſt acknowledged by the Saints. *And, as in an 
obſcure Night, when the Heavens crack with dreadful Thun- 
drings, and the pointed rayes of flaky Lightening rowl about 
m quick ſucceſſivns of Redoublement, the people quake and are 
aſtoniſhed; ſo was it during this black Night of Ignorance, they 
heard the Thunders of Papal Excommunications, which over- 
threw Kings, and frightned the People; and by their Interdis 
ſent whole Nations into Hell, as it happened in the time of 
]:91cent the Third in England, where for above Six Years the 
Divine Service was ſupprelt, 

CERTAINLY, whoſoever will but make any ſerious Reflecz. 
ens on the State of Elapſed Apes, firſt and laſt, will ſcarce find 
that in the laſt, when only the Name of the Pope had the vogue, 
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one perſon could be Saved in a- Million 3 - and that in the firſt, 
of a Hundred, or two Hundred Perſons, ſcarce one Fidel: could 
be found, whoſe Holineſs of Life was. correſpondent to that of 
his Doctrine, And indeed, in our days, we can meet with but 
very few that Labour to Take the Kingdom of Heaven by violence ; 
And who, like Jacob, wreſtled with God, and did not let him 
go before he had Blefſed him ; or who have thoſe Marks of the 
Children .of Gad, without which they cannot be Saved, who 
Live according to the Spirit, and not after the Fleſh; who are 
oC and Renewed in their Underſtandings, Wills, and 
Aﬀectionsz, who are paſſed from the State of Nature, into a 
State of Grace; frem Darkneſs into the Heavenly Light, and 
Kingdom of God; whoſe Religion is to viſit the Widdows, and 
the Fatherlefſs, the Priſoners, .and the Sick; to help the Orphans, 
and thoſe that are Poor and in Diſtreſs; who abltain from Car- 
nal and Wordly Luſts and Concupiſcences z whoſe Thoughts, 
and Meditations are more ſet upon God, than the World, who 
live Soberly, and Righteouſly, and Holily in this preſent evil 
World; = Dedicate all their thoughts, words, and ations, all 
their ſervices and labours, their cating and drinking, their ſleep- 
ing and waking, to the Glory of God; whoſe Converſation is 
as becomes a Citizen of the Heavenly Feruſalem, who are con- 
tinually either in Prayer, or at leaſt in a difpoſition and jacli- 
nation, to Pray, and to Meditate on the great works of Creation 
and Redemption; all whoſe- diſcourſes are about their progreſs + 
and advance in. Regeneration, Mortification, and Crucifixion of 
the Old Man; who. continually Live in the Joys of the Holy- 
Ghoſt, poſſeſſing a ponent Serenity of Mind, and an undi- 
ſ{turbed quiet of Soul, in this perſwaſion, that it's Peace and Re- - 
conciliation are made with God, by the Blood and Dcath of 
Feſus Chriſt, Who feel the Motions of this Spirit of : Adoption, 
which make them-to cry Abba Father; who find within them 
that Scal, which is the earneſt of their Inheritance, who have 
received the White Stone. where they Read their Names Writ- 
ten among thoſe that are Enrolled to Eternal Life; who perceive 
within them thoſe pantings and longings, that Spiritual hunger 
and thirſt after- the Word of God, and his preſence in Glory : 
Whoſe Lives are a conſtant preparation for being diſſolved, and 


going to their Blefſed Redeemer Jeſus Chrift; and as in that of * 
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a Child of God, which is a continual progreſs towards theRing- 
dom of Heaven, though they do not always think at every ſtep 
they take, of the place where they are going, yet they "ſtop not 
in the way; But are dayly adding ſome Cubit to their Spiritual 
Stature, and never give over growing in Grace, - until they arc 
grown up to be perfect Men in Chriſt Feſus, which is a daily 
drawing nearer to their Eternal' Felicity. wt 
-ALL theſe truths of the marks and fignes of the Children 
of God, which ſhew that the Number of the Ele&t, in whom 
they are found, is very ſmall, will yet appear in a much fuller 
Evidence, if you will caſt your Eyes upon” the preſent State of 
the World, and acknowledge that which is 'as great a Truth as 
any can be in the World. - 

I. THAT there is no Salvation*but among Chriſtians. | 

2. THAT the greateſt Nyumber of the Elect, and of the Faith- 
ful, is among the Reformed : For I would not generally exclude 
the Papifts from Salvation: If the Marks and Signs of the Chil- 
dren of God are compatible with the Errours in Faith, cſpe- 
cially when thoſe-Errours proceed from Ignorance, and not from 
an- intereſted 'Obſtinacy 'and Stubbornceſs.'' + + + © 

4 THAT 'as to the Proteſtants, among whom the Number 
of | the *Elet cannot enter into any compariſon with that of 
Papiſts; face that it is-very much doubted, whether any' Papsff 
can bei Saved, and fince that the others are called after a'more 
efficatiovs manner : That as, I ſay; to the Proteſtants, the Num- 
ber::of the Ele appears incomparably more ſmall than” 1_dare 
affirm; viz. that 'for'Twenty that are Reformed, ſcarce is there 
ene Elected; for it might'be very true,- that in a hundred Re- 
formed; it would not-be a little difficulc to- find one perſon, in 
whom, either he himſelf, or any other could find the tree Marks 
of anElea, or Child of Gd, if he- would fincerely and with- 
out Diſguiſe diſcover himſelf all*Naked, that ſo he might War- 
rantably ſhew'to himſelfior others 'thoſe real ſigns of a Child 
& Ged, which 'do: not 'only cotiſiſt in an outward profeſſion of 
pure" Chriſtianity, -and of the Truths of the Goſpel, but in a 
Converſion from the State of Nature into that of Grace, which 
everyone will find by the happy Motions and- Workings of the 
New Man; and: by his Reformation or Regeneration within his 
South, '1 on kay, Farit Pond | 24k Me 
{; 1. THE 
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1. THE firſt Working, and that which is the firſt Degree of 
Converſion, is that Light which God poures into the Soul, to 
diſcover, and convince it kow black and deformed it is by Sin, 
and how that by that Sin, Man has attracted to himſelf the 
Curſe of the Law, and the: Wrath of God. 

2. THAT that horrour for Sinning againſt God, is that whick 
does rather AﬀMfict and Torment the Sinner in his Conſcience, 
than the terrour of Damnation, by reaſon of that Sin, 

3. THAT both do ſtir us up to have Recourſe to 7eſus Chriſt, 
and- to-ithe knowledge of the: neceſſity -of 'a Saviour. 

4.” AND moreover, that both of them, or rather that one of 
the two do incite, ingage, and carry us out to beg of God, the 
Grace of his Holy Spirit, to obtain of him the Eye of Faith, 
bur it mult be of a lively Faith that ſees, and contemplates the 
excellent greatneſs of the-Price, the Value, the Perſon, the Sa- 
tisfaRtion, Death, 'and Paſſion, Blood 'and Righteouſneſs of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, and to apply him withal his Benefits to' his Soul for 
Salvation. 

5. AND then to have both incite, and ſtir us up to beg with 
unwearied carneſtneſs the Afiſtance of that. Blefſed Spirit, that 
ſo Faith may produce good Works, that 'confiſt 1» denying all 
Ungoalineſs, and Worldly Luſts, and in living Soberly, Regbteouſly, 
and Goadlily im this preſent World, and in loving God withal our 
Hearts, and all our Strength, and our Neighbours as our ſelves. 

FOR, the Work of Converſion, and to be Converted to the 
Senſe. of the Holy Scripture, is-not to Corret ſomething in the 
Carnal courſe of our Lives; but it is 'to bring down and Mor- 
tify the 'Fleſh, and to Zive after the Sperit, it is not to ferve the 
World, and the Fleſh after a more reſerved and ſparing man- 
ner, to flee from ſcand2lous and ſhameful Sins, and ſuch as cry 
to Heaven for Vengeance, and taking up a form of Piety, and 
of Religion; but it is to make an abſolute exchange of Maſters, 
to quit our: old' defires, and 'ways of living; and To have our 
Converſations in Heauen, 'with the 'Father, and with his'Son Feſus 
Chriſt, and to become an 'abſoſute- Citizen of the Heavenly Fe- 
rulalem. 

NOW the Religion of a Child of God, conſits not only in 
a regular practiſe of the Duties of Prayer, hearing the Word, 
receiving the: Sacramefit of the Lords Supper, nor in the obvi- 
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ating thobphts that preſently come into ones Mind, concerning 
Gou, the Immortality of ;the Soul, Death, the Day- of Judg- 
ment, ahdi av Eternity of Woe or Happineſs after this Life ; 
but it conſiſts much in ſpiritual mindedneſs, which is fo to know 
the things of the Spzrte, as to believe them, ſo to believe them, 
as to affet them, and eſteem them; ſo to eſteem them, as to 
ſeek them, and ſo to ſeek them, as to ſeek them in the firſt 
place: Again, Religion conſis in a continual ſerenity of: Joy, 
peace of Sout; tranquility -of Mind, - which hungers and thirſts 
after Righteouſneſs, and- Ar the Hars' pants after the Water-brook, 
ſo patrts fach "= Soul after the Living God, and+ his: Grace; it 
waits upon God with an -earne(t heat and fervor, lives in a per- 
petual renuntiation, or denying of the world, its vanities, and 
pleaſures, even thoſe that in themſelves are: lawful ; and inceſ- 
fantly -makes forward. towards the. poſſeſſion of Eternal good 
things: above all, tewards thoſt of knowing and loving God with 
all the fatisfa@tion | and raviſhment imaginable 2 He, whileſt he 
is in this body of Clay, does not allow any thought to paſs 
Mm his mind; and any word to come out of his mouth, nor any 
ation to be done by him; nor does he fet himſelf to the. 
of any rhing, but what he defires might be his laft thought, word, 
ſtudy, application of mind, - converſation, and company of his 
life, till following this maxim; 1d ſerper agar quod velles noviſſime. 
T H1$ muſt every Child of God do, with fervour, zeal, and 
eatneſtneſs: for: who will believe, that theſe paſſages of the 
my Scriprore ; | Enter in at the ſtr ar Gate: Work ont your Sak 
, with'fear and-rrembling.; ani{ fight the good fight of Faith ; 
frivr ag adift fleſh and blood, . againſt principalitics and powers : 
Continue w Prayer with zen! fervor ; Preſs forward toward 
the mark for the price of the bigh Calling : Forget the things that 
are behind, and reach forth unto thoſe things that are before. | 
Crucify my body and my fleſh, for fear leaſt after all my efforts 
{if they be not ſerious and fervent) 1 am become. my ſelf a caft: 
away. Who will believe, -I ſay, that all theſe places of the 
Holy Scripture, . do only ſpeaks of a flight indeavour that may 
be well enough acquitted, although it be done negligently ? 
IN ſhort, a Child 'of God is continually aſpiring with a moſt 
Ardent deſne, after Communion with Feſus Chriſt ; he is ever- 
more” faying/ within his own Breaſt, O, when ſhall I ſee the 
<i Face 
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Face of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt! He eftcems all time loſt and 
flung away, which 1s not employed in Praying, in good Works, 
in Meditation on the Word of God, and in drawing near to his 
preſence: he ſayes with the Church, draw me, and then ſhall 
| cun after thee.. And delivering me from every evil Work; 
receive me into thy Heavenly Kingdom. 

THIS being the /dza and the Charafter of the true Sons 
of God; I leave it to every ones ſerious thought and confide- 
ration, if of a Hundred Perſons among thoſe that are called 
Proteſtants, He that will make a narrow and impartial inquiry 
into his Heart, ſhall find there, all theſe Marks and Signs of a 
Child of God, which are the Effential and Conſtituent” parts be» 
longing to every True Chriſtian, Ovr Proteſtants now « days fot 
the molt part make up a new and qnite- different Figure in the 
World, they never ſound their Conſciences ſo deep, to trouble 
themſelves about finding theſe Signs. They love a more free 
and generous Air, as that of prophanity and indiference in mat- 
ters of Religion, and are pleaſed much with reading Trattatus 
Theologice- Politicus, which Teaches them to call in queſtion the 
Chriſtian Religion : They are now bred up in the School of 
thoſe Caſuiſts, of which Thomas Aquinas ſpeaks, that Teach the 
Practiſe of Negative Virtues, and the art of coming juſt 
upon the Skirts of Sin , without Touching the Sin it elf. 
Thoſe who have the moſt Aﬀection for the Proteſtant Doc- 
trine, love to Trouble themſelves but with a very ſmall pit- 
tance and ſcantling of holineſs of life. The Proſclytes that have 
abandoned Kome, and are convinced of its Errors, and Abomi- 
nations, are very well ſatish'd at their Converfton, but they take 
time to be fully informed, that the true Converſion is that which 
turnes them from the ſtate of Nature to that of Grace. 

FOR, to ſpeak of theſe Profelites alittle more fargely;theſe Gen- 
tlemen, whether fincere or 6tferwiſe, that have left the Religion 
of Rome, to embrace the' Reformed, and whercof 4 great numi- 
ber for that end have come over into England; thoſe are obli- 
ged above all things to examine the ſincerity of their Conver- 
fon, that ſo by that means they mipht know, whither it be ons 
ly a forſaking of the Errors and Abominations of Rome. out- 
wardly to profeſs a Religion 'that has baniſhed and cathjred 
them, whither this/ «v1 have feid,. be # ama 
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Kate of Nature to that of Grace: For true converſion is a- ſa- 
ving change that takes down ſelf, and fets up Chriſt as Sove- 
raign in the Soul. See / ſal. 78, ver. 36, 37. Nevertheleſs, they 
did Flatter him wuh ther Mouths, and they Lyed to hum with 
their Tongues ; for their Hearts were not right with®him, nether 
were they Steafaſt wi his Covenant. | wiſh our; Proſelytes, 
[yea, - all- Prof<ffors) tg-try the Sincerity of theix Cohverſion by 
ſuch a Scripture, and whether their Religion is joyned with a 
delign to lead a Life, whoſe Holineſs, Purity, and Exactneſs 
may ve Commenſurate to that of the Proteſtant's Do&rine : and 
they are alſo obliged to ſound their Conſciences, concerning the 
Refſorts and. Motives. that attuate them, and concerning the ends 
tt ey propoſe.tothemſclves,in changing their Religion z whether that 
end be to.come off from Monkiſh Autterities, and the :impure Cz- 
libacy of Rome, to an Innocent condition that exempts them from 
them: and in a word, whether in the choiſe they make of Re- 
ligious Aſſemblies with which they joyn, they do not prefer that, 
where they find the return of Wordly Advancement, and ex- 
alting Benefices, to thoſe, where there are no other charms than 
the pure, ſimple, and naked Truth. But to return to ,my for- 
mer -Subje&, - of the indifferency of men in matters of Religi- 
on; and alſo much more in that of Piety, which is now ſo ex- 
ceeding rife in the world, 

VISIT all the Families, and all private perſons that talk of 
Religion;: and I am greatly deceived, if moſt of them-are not Pro- 
teſtants rather thorough birth, cuſtome,] chance, - and intereft, 
than thrqugh an-illuminated and unbijafſed Zeal : moſt of which 
time, excepting that which is to be employed in the neceſſities of 
life, and of a tradE, or calling, is ſpent either in the ſtudy, or in 
converſations, companies, and diſcourſes that are either but of 
very+little ſignificancy, or elſe they are dull and trovbleſome, and 
ſerve only to fill up-the vacuum of time, .in which. a great deal of 
pains is taken to do nothing; and wherein they. labour rather to 
divert and recreate themſelves, than either to inſtru others, or 
be inſtrued by others ; This would be a diminution of their hap- 
pineſs to entertain the company with matters of Theology, con- 
cernjng the infinite Majeſty of God, the excellence of the. perſon 
of 7efws Chriſt, andthe: Fruits that accrue to us from -his Offices, 
his. Death, his ReſurreRion,, and his Aſcenſion-into Heayen: con- 
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cerning our- great priviledge, that God bath revealed' to-us- the 
high Miſteries of the Chriltian Religion, whileſt that all the World 
lies, cither in Ignorance, or in the corruption of Religion or of 
Manners ; concerning the neceſſity of a lively Faithin Jeſus Chri/?, 
and of the miſery ot thoſe who have no Intereſt in Him: Ina 
word, concerning the hour of Death, and of our future Conditi- 
on when ever we (hall depart this Life, I might add, that-the 
converſation of the Children of God, is much different from that 
of the Children of this World, when they meet together Theſe 
latter will rather ſpcak of any thing, than- of thoſe matters that 
have any relation to the Kingdom of Heaven: and it may be ap- 
plycd to them what we read of Saul, 1 Sam. 10. v. 16, who talk> 
ing to his Uncle, ſaid unto him, that he had told him plainly, that 
the Aſſes were found, but of the matter of the Kingdom, whereof 
Samuel /pake, he told him not a word, 
/ T O conclude, I would refer my ſelf to the judgment of any 
ber. conſidering perſon, what a vaſt and almoſt an infinit pro- 
portion in number one ſhould find, if from Adam's days. down 
to ours, there ſhould be a compiriſon miade of the Sum total 
of the Elet, with that of thoſe who are not Elected : I believe 
that this Proportion would be of one Perſon Saved, to a Mil- 
lion that is not; that is to ſay, That there is a Million of Re- 
probates to one that ſhall be Choſen ſo as to be Saved.) Which 
is a dreadful thing to think on, that the Lord Zeſus Chrift came 
only into the world, to fave one man among a hundred ' 
thouſand, or rather a. million: *tis an Abyſs that neither can, 
nor ought to be ſounded; for if one durſt to proceed upon this 
SubjeR farther than I have done, and well. weigh the words: of 
St. Paul, As 14. v.16. that God im times paſt ſuffered all Nations 
to walk, in their own wayes: that is to ſay. that he left them to pe- 
riſh in them, one might find that the proportion of the number 
of: the Reprobaxe, to- that of the Elect, before the, advent of 
Feſus Chriſt, and before the preaching of <tr, Peter had conver- 
ted three thauſand men, is 'not the number, neither of a thou- 
fand, nor of a million, but of millions of millions; . to one 
perſon that is ſaved : but alſo one might find that in the 
poſterity of Abraham, which God had Choſen out of the. gene- 
ral. damnation to be his'Ele&t People, and his peculiar: Trea- 
ſure, . there were ſcarce of five hundred o"_ thouſand ni goa 
3 tnat 
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that was Elected,  faithfull, and'in whom fthere was: ho pile. 
In ſhors, this Arithmetick js much what the ſame as of thoſe 
of the” Stars, which one is-counting in a clear and uncloudy 
night, and of which there will be no end of counting by the freſh 
diſcovery of thoſe that as yet perchance one has never ſeen. 
- I DARE not make any farther advance in this matter, for 
fear leaſt I may be deccived in the calculation; not in having 
made the number of the Reprobate too gueat, but becauſe I have 
Not made it great enough : Eſpecially, after all the RefleRions 
I might make thereon, as are theſe, 

1. THAT God faits by his Prophet Feremiah, chap. 3.v. 14. 
. That he will raks but one of 4 City, and two of a Family, or Tribe, 
ro bring them to Z:on, 

2, THAT of-a hundred Sheep, he will leave ninety and 
nine of them to their wandrings. | 

3. THAT Feſ#s Chrift took a long journey to the City of 
Samaris which was called Sychar, to fignalize the converſion of 
one poor Samarite: Woman; as you may read in St, Fobrs Goſ- 
pt}; chap. 4. v. 4. to 27. 

'4- THAT preſuppoling that the Children of 1/rael were as 

eat in number as the Sand on the Sea-ſhore, yet but a Remnant of 
them ſhould be ſaved, reve) uv, Rom, 9. 27, and Eſaiah, 10, 
22. 23. 

F. THAT he had but very few names in Sardis, Rev, 3. 
V. 4. 
6. THAT of the ten Leapers that were Healed, there was 
but one that returned to give Glory to God, 2. Kings, chap. 5. 
x4, and” Lake, 17. from ver, 12, to 20, and Like, 4. 27. 

7: THAT, in truth, there is incomparably a far greater Num- 
ber of common Stones and Pebbles, than there is of Diamonds, 
Saphires, and Perles, and yet that eſs Chriſ# does only make 
uſe of ſuch as theſe in the Building and StruAtre of his 
Houſe. | | 

8. THAT few: perſons find the Way, that leades td the Ring- 
dome of Heaven, and life Everlaſting; that ſtrait is the Gate, 
and narrow is the Way that leades thereunto, and that few there 
be that find it. 

- THERE yet remains one conſideration, that ſtrongly proves 
the Number -of the Ele and faithful people-of God to be in- 
THT com- 
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comparably ſmaller than can be imagined: and that is, that Picty, 
now at this day is looked upon as a crime, not only by the Ene- 
mies of the Reformed Religion, but alſo by thoſe that make 8 
ſpeciaus profeflion of it, after the moſt Orthodox manner, . and 
who reckon Excellent Men, ſuch as Mr, Baxter, and a thouſand 
others of gaod quallity and condition in the World, that jmi- 
tate- and follow his Piety,  Hypocrites, Fanaticks, and perſons 
whoſe Reaſons are but Fancies, and they diſtracted too. 

THE Characters of ſuch, baye of late days made the grea» 
telt Beauty of the Theatre, they -have been farced, and burleſ- 
qued there, . and, yeq none has been offended ; not thoſe that 
oughtin a more uliar manner to have had the chaſteſt Eares, 
have conceiv the 165ſt horrour; far any ſuch thing ; their moſt 
heavenly. Expreſſions , . which are;.the Language of the upper 
Canaan, have been tarned into ridicule and buffoonery,, A molt 
impious practiſe, aid evenfor which the very Heathens will riſe up 
in judgment againſt us, for they have always bore the laſt aver- 
fion to it, and againſt which. che.whgle Romiſh Clergy of France 
did ſet -themſelves, when Meljere would have played bis Tartuf, 
and ſuch oppoſition did: he meet withal, . that he could ngt get 
it Ated for above the ſpace of two. years. But, as one. has 
ſaid very well and truly, we live in an infidel Age, wherejn wick- 
edneſs Reigns with Reputation. | 

ALL the time which. I have been here in England, which is 
now upwards of fifty years, I have been making my Remarks 
on the Genius, and Tempers of Men, and I have obſerved ſuch 
an averſion in moſt againſt the people and ſervants of God, and 
their way, that many Maſters of Families (otherwiſe ſober, 
civil, true, hone, ,juſt-men, upright-dealers, and Good Friends) 
for fear 'of being logkt wpon as men of an affected Zeal, and 
ſ0- Puritans and Hypocrites, have wholly. negleRted Family-Du- 
ties; and t9 inſtxy&_ their Children- and Servants in the right 
faving :Knowledge. "y 

ALL theſe Conſiderations of the ſmall number of the Ele, 
and that of a hundred thouſand, and it may be, of a million 
of men from 44am down to our days, we can ſcarce be ſure of 
one that. is faved,ought to make every perſon careful and ſollicitous 
about his own Salvation, -to refrain ſinning as much as if God 

did receive into grace and favour but one ſingle perſon ' among * 
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- a hundred thouſand, or a million ; but alſo to hope as much in 
his Mercy, as .if all the world was ſaved, {ice that the Blood of 
Jeſus Chrift' cleanſes us from all ſin. 

IT. SHALL' now ſpeak a word or two for the comfort of re- 
penting ſinners, that examining their lives, and ſquaring it ac- 
cording to that terrible threatning in 2 Cor. 5. 10, forwe muſt all ap- 
pear before the Tudgment Seat 'of Chriſt, that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whither it be good or bad. which frightens them in ſuch a man- 
- ner, as to take from then all hopes of finding Pardon and Grace 
: at the Throne of God at'the laſt day; it is, if thoſe words of 
St. Paul were to be underſtood according 'to the Letter, that 
' there ſhould' not be one ſaved, no not Moſes, Caleb, Foſuah, 
David, Daniel, St. Peter, and St. Paul: + and St. 'Paul would 
contradift himſelf, when he makes man's Righteouſneſs to con- 
fiſt in the remiſſion of ſins; but St. Paul, in the v. that follows, 
when he ſays, know!ng therefore the Terrors of the Lord, we per- 
ſwade Men, makes it plain enongh to be underſtood, that he 
odly pſed that -way of 'Specch to (give Terrour, and to perſwade 
Men to fly to Feſus Chr:ft who is our Righteouſneſs, by whoſe 
Righteouſneſs our Sins are Pardoned, and which is Imputed to 
us, as he' ſayes in the 19. ver, of the ſame chap. God was in 
Chriſt Reconciling the World to bimſelf, not imputing. their Treſ- 
paſſes lunto them, and hath committed unto us the Word of Recon- 
ciliation, and in the 21. for be made him (that is Chriſt) :o be" Sin 
for us, who knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs 
_ of God in him. 

Mr. Baxter, that great Phyſition of Conſciences that are Broiſ. 
ed and Ulcerated, ſayes, that many Periſh; not by reaſon of the 
preatneſs of their Sins, as'of that of their incredulity- and unbe- 
licf: that thoſe who Deſpair of the Grace of God, do lefſen' the 
-value of the Satisfation of 'Feſus Chriſt, and of his Redemption : 
that his Mercies are offered to, us in ſuch a manner, that nothing 
is required of us but that we would accept them, - without any 
thoughts of our own ſo much vnworthyneſs to hinder and keep 
us from it: that as his Promiſes are of Grace and Mercy, ſo 
likewiſe are they Rich and Great: that in Truth, they are made 
to thoſe who Believe, but alſo that Faith is-a gift of God, that 
he pives it as liberally, as he grants the Pardon of m—_— 
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HERE I muſt take notice by the way, that if ſome are 
thrown into deſperation by thoſe Words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 
F. 10. Others are _ upon the Rock of Preſamption, when they 
Read the other paſlages of St, Paul, ſuch as theſez that God 
hath not appointed us to Wrath, but that we might be Saved 
by /eſus Chriſt, and that God would have all Men to be Saved, 
and come to Eternal Bleſſedneſs. But we ought to avoid both 
theſe Extremities ; not to make uſe of theſe, as of a Pillow, 
to lean our Heads upon, and Sleep the more ſecurely in our 
Vices; nor of the other, to be Terrifyed and Thunder-ſtruck, 
with the dreadful Threatnings that are but ill underſtood, and 
worſe interpreted. 

AS therefore Preſumption and Deſpair, are the two Rocks 
upon which molt Men fall and ſplit themſelves: I ſhall give 
you here an Account as to the Firſt, which will be ſufficient 
to awaken the moſt ſtupid and daring; *tis of a Dialogue be- 
tween an Acheiſt and a Chriſtian, whoſe Piety mainly conſiſts 
in being Superficial, 1 have Read it in ſome of Mr. Baxter's 
Writings, and [ have alleadged it in one of my former prin» 
ted Books called the /dea, &c, a little more at large: © The 
* latter put the Queſtion to the other, and asked him, how 
* his Conſcience could be at any reſt and quiet in that deſpe- 
«rate Condition which he was in? And I, ſayes the other, 
© have a great deal more reaſon to wonder, how you can bear 
« up, and not fink under the great Oppreſſion of your troubled 
« Spirit, which you cannot chooſe but have, when you Profeſs 
*{@ much, and Live ſo vaſtly different from it? If I could but 
«be perſwaded of the Truth of the Chriſ{:an Religion, and that 
** after this Life, there was to be an Eternity cither of Happi- 
*nefs or Miſery; I would ſhake Hands withal my Jollities and 
& Carnal Satisfations, and would not ſuffer a Moment of my 
©time to ſlip away from me, which ſhould not be ſpent in the 
* Practiſe of Devotion, and Religious Exerciſes, withal the 
* careful exaCtneſs and diligence" imaginable, that ſo I might, 
«in the greateſt Mcaſure I was capable, be prepared for this 
*©Eternity, 

| HAVE met with muchwhat the ſame thoughts among 
thoſe of Mr. Paſcha!, concerning thoſe Unreaſonable, if I may 
not call them Mad men, that will hazard an Eternity of Happi- 
neſs, either to be loſt, or gained, in a courſe of Life that ſhall 
be quite contrary to the Word cf God ; and who think they 
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Play with a ſafe- Card. in their. Hand, by flattering themſelves 
a7 Auk that their Death ſhall be a fwallowins of them up 
in a State of Annihilation ; and that whatever may be the Para- 
dife of thoſe that are good, this Annihilation ſhall be the Hel! 
of the Wicked, 

MINUCIUS FELIX, who lived about the latter end of 
the Second Age, was very pleaſant upon theſe laſt. 7 am no: 
Tonorant, (fayes he) that there are many, whoſe Conſciences give 
them frequent checks and ſtings, who rather do wiſh, than believe, 
that their Death might be followed with an Annihilation ; for they 
had rather crumble wto duſt, and ſo to nothing, than return and 
live again to ſuffer Eternal Torments, 

NON ignoro pleroſque Conſcientia meritorum, fe mil eſſe poſt 
hanc vitam magis optare quam credere : Malunt enim Penitus exe 
rings, quam ad ſupplicia reparari. 

ALSO Satan cloſes in with the flattering imaginations of 
thoſe that are preſumptuous, repreſenting to them the fine pro. 
miſes of God, whilſt in the mean time he conceals from them 
his Commands: he will be often remembring them with the Words 
of St. Paul, Rom, 8. that There is no Condemnation to thoſe that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, but he will beg your excuſe for not adding 
the following Words of the Apoſtle, rt wit, that this promiſe 
does not belong To thoſe that walk after the Fleſh, but after the 
Spirit : he will be putting them in mind of King David's Words 
in Pſal. 130. v. 3. with thee there is Pardon, but to be ſure not 
a tittle further will he go, and ſay, viz. that thou mayſt be Fea- 
red: and of thoſe of the.3z2. Pſal. Bleſſed is the Man to whom 
the Lord imputes not Iniquiry;, but there he flops, and you ſhall 
never hear by his means. of the next Words, and in whoſe Spirir 
there is no Guile, ver, 2, The prophane and diſſolute perſons 
find the Words of St. Peter much to their Guſto, that 7eſus Chri/p 
bore our Sins in his Body on the [ree; but what the Holy Apos 
file adds cannot at all go down with them, rthar ſo we being 
Dead to Sin, may live unto Righteouſneſs. 

AS to thoſe who on the other Hand are moſt inclined to de- 
ſpair, or at leaſt to fall into great doubts and fears of their Sal. 
vation, I would adviſe thoſe poor ſinful wretches, to derive con- 
ſolation from the examples of the Churches of Sardis and of 
Laodicea: for thoſe are a good Antidote ogainſt Deſpair, and 
for them thar find there is nothing, but Wickedneſs in them, 
and Death by Sin, and that they have only the name of Chri/ti- 
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ns, and have denied the Power of Godlineſs, and that they de- 
ſerve for ever to be caſt 'out of the preſence of the Almighty 
for even into that miſerable and much to be pittyed Eſtate, 
God Councels the Sinner to make uſe of the remedy that he 
offers him, and to touch the Scepter of Grace that is extended 
to him, which will infallibly work the Salvation of the Sout : 
for Gods ways are not like to Man's, nor are his thovghts like 
to thoſe of Sinful Fleſh ; his ways and thoughts are inconceiva- 
ble, the heighth and depth of them immeaſurable towards Sin- 
ners that Repent, where by the ways of God, you are to un- 
dertand thoſe of his Mercies, and not thoſe of his Knowledge, 
and his Wiſdom. 

SAINT AUSTIN, lib. r. de vera & falſa peenitentia, 
cap, 5. hath a very excellent Thought upon this: ſayes he, Adhuc 
cum deſidet, & ſuam nequitiam comparat Dei benignitati, finem 
rrmponit vireuts Det ; dans finem infinito, & perfettionem arrferens 
Des, cui nihil deeſt etiam quod cogitare non poteſt, 

NOW if his Mercies are extended to all the Children of thoſe 
that are Called, and as well to thoſe that lived under the le- 
oal Occonomy, as under that of the Goſpel, and who Dyed 
before ever they arrived to the uſe of Reaſon; this conſiderg- 
tion will exceedingly diminiſh the Number of thoſe who go to 
Perdition, and will proportionably increaſe the Number of thoſe 
that are Saved : For, my only deſign in this whole diſcourſe is, 
to ſpeak of Men Deceaſed above an Age ago, and after they 
had the excrciſe and uſe of Reaſon. 

SINCE then the Number of the Elect is fo ſmall, and that 
this EleQtion is to be determined (I mean the knowledg that 
we have of it) by Death: that to Dye is an ation of the laſt 
Importance, and that it is inevitable; that if we err, and take 
our Meaſures wrongs in this one fingle aftion, we are undone 
Eternally; let every ſtep we take, every thought, word, and 
aQion, have a tendency to this ation which is to end ovr lives; 
let every day be ſpent as if it was that immediately before our 
laſt, in a perpetual, and conſtant renouncing and diſ-ingagement 
from the World, in the ſtudy and practiſe of a fervent Piety; 
in Prayers to G-4. for the obtaining of peace of Mind and Con- 
ſcience, and the Aſſurance of the Remiſſion of our Sins, through the 
Righteouſneſs, Blood Death, Refurrection, Merits, and Inter- 
ceſſion of our Lord and Maſter Feſas Chriſt. 

THE great art, ſayes Mr, Baxter, to Dye in the Aﬀyurance 
E 2 of 
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of our Salvation, is to Nouriſh and feed this Aſſurance all our 
Lives long, and to-take care that we Live every day fo, as we 
would Live the laſt Day, when we come to-draw our Breath by the 
Moment, and that our Conſciences, which is as a Thouſ:nd Wit- 
-neſſes, may Teltify to us upon our Death-beds that we have 
ſpent our Lives in the Study and Labour to know 7eſus Chriſt, 
and him Crucified. and applycd by Faith, and in a continual Diſ- 
engagement from the World, 6 all the flattering and deccitful Vani- 
tics «fit: and that G«d hath given us Grace, not only to ab{tain from 
the molt crying and enormous Sins, but alſo to watch over our Sins of 
infirmity,that ſo we might not voluntarily fall into them: But yet our 
Conſciences would have I:ſs Reaſon, than that of the Convert- 
Thicf on the Croſs, Luke 23, whoſe whole life had been ſpent 
in Thefts and Robberies, ro magnify the greatneſs of the Mercys 
of God, - and to apply to our ſelves thoſe words, that where ſin 
hath abonnded, there hath Grace much more avornacd, 

I have Read in an Excellent Author a pretty thought upon this 
Subje&t of the marks and ſigns of a Child of God, which much 
what agrees with that of Mr. Arzand in his Logick, or art of. 
thinking, concerning the value and eſteem that is put on perſons ac- 
cording to the greatneſs of the places in which they are, or to that 
of their Eſtates and Fortunes: ſo likewiſe do they moſt an end 
make an erronious Judgment of themſelves and others in matters 
of Picty and Devotion; that agreat meaſure and abundance of 
this Grace in a poor man, that is low in the World, and fo def. 
picable in the Eyes of his Neighbours, ſhall not make half ſo 
much a Noiſe, as a little quantity ſhall in a perſon that is Emi- 
nent in Dignity, and Wealth ; becauſe the Iiuſtriouſneſs of their. 
Rank greatens.the /dca of their Piety and Zeal for Religion, and 
they themſelves are tempted to cut out a Soul, a Vertue, and & 
Piety as Refined and Exalted as their Fortunes. 

Mr. Baxter and others, ſuch as Dr, Sibbs, Robert Bolton, and 
Biſhop Zal, who are the true Barnabas's, and who walk contrary 
to 7eb's Friends, -in their method of comforting the Aﬀictce, 
ſpeaking of the Rigorous Severity of that Tribunal, in 2 Cor, 5, 
1C, that makes ſinners, even thoſe that are penitent, to trem- 
ble with fear and Aſtoniſhment, ſay, that the juſtice of that 
Tribunal is full as much layd open in the pardon of the greateſt 
finners that repent, asit is in the vengeance and puniſhment of 
the Impenitent, and thoſe that know not God, That when Feſus 
Chriſt ſhall come in the laſt times, he will do the ſame to thoſe 

that 
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that truly have repented, though even at the laſt Period of their 
Lives. That the mercies ſhown to Zachexs and the Thief upon 
the Croſs, were particular and perſonal, but that the comfort 
which is to be received from thence is common and publique, 
But however they would have us to take notice of the Me- 
thod which God takes in the Converſion of the greateſt of Sin- 
ners, viz, that the greatneſs of the Repcntance which te be{tows, 
and of an humble, broken, and contrite Heart, ought ro be come 
menſurate to the greatneſs and enormity of the Sins that have been 
Committed, 

THE ſame Divines give us a mark, which may be called Infalli. 
ble of a Child of God, and which diſtinguiſhes him from one that 
isnot. They ſay, that of this latter, the old man is always new in 
him; that there where he catnot fin any longer becauſe of his 
Age, or of his Weakneſs and Impotency, or clſe for want of 
a convenient opportunity, he notwithitanding, yet retains the 
ſame good will and affection for (inning as ever he had: He runs 
over his paſt fins with pleaſure in his Imagination, and he re- 
freſhes his Memory wita them without any trouble, or remorſe. 
Ina word, He that is not a Child of God, retains a natural pro- 
penſity and inclination to fin, but a true Child of Gd is quite of 
a contrary diſpoſition and temper; he is turn'd in the mould of 
that faithful one, of whom St. Zeb: ſpeaks in Chap, 1, v. 12,13» 
where giving us the /d:a, image, and Character of him, he con- 
cludes him in this ſhort Pericd, ſaying, that as many As receryed 
him, to them gave he Power to vecorn? the Sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his Name : which were born not of Blood, nor of the will 
of the Fleſh, nor of the will of Man, but of Ged, 

THE ſame Eng/:;} Divines do likewiſe agree with all the 
Caſuilts, as well Proteitants as Papilts, that are not Jeſuits, nor 
of the ſamedip with Burchard & Vater: is in one conſiderable mark 
of a Child of Goa, and which is comprehenſive of al} Divinity, and 
the practiſe of Piery : and which may al.o be ſhut up in one Peri» 
od, to wit, that notwithſtanding tne Ataciime whither ſpeculative 
or practical, ſecret or open that reigns at this day in the World, 
and all the difficultics which are met with, in the interpretation of 
the Holy Scriptures, which humane Reafon cannot unravel and 
underſtand, a man ought to be ſtrongly and powerfully perſwaded 
of the Truth, goodneſs, and cxcelicncy of the Chr://ar Religion, 
and of this Holy Scripture which contains it; and that it will be 
his Eternal Happineſs, it it ©& now his Principal care, _— 
indea- 
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indeavors to- obey the Commandments and Precepts, to be- 
lieve the Promiſes, to fear the threatnings, and to be conforma- 
ble to the examples of it. - 

NOW, as | have deſcribed the various, and happy motions 
and workings of the Spirit of God inthe Hearts of his Ele. and 
Children; 1 think it may not be amiſs to conclude all in obſer- 
ving the degrees by which he who belicves he has Holineſs e-. 
nough to ſcrve his turn, falls into a Reprobate Senſe. And this 
will be a good Leſſon to thoſe, who begin to fall off from, and 
flacken in the Study and Praiſe of Piety. He then who ſuffers 
any Object to come into his fight, which may be likely to Cor- 
rupt, even the moſt Religious Soul, if he fixes his eyes or thoughts 
too long upon it, ought to be very careful, that no evil ſuggeſti- 
on or impreſſion ſtegl into his mind; that this evil imprefſ. 
fon do not produce ina him ſome inward pleaſure and ſatisfaRi- 
on, this pleaſure begert a ſecret conſent and approbation, which 
brings him on inſenlibly to Practiſe, and from Practiſe to pro- 
ceed on afterwards to Cuſtome, tnis cuitome to [Ingage him to 
a Habit; and then to excuſe it, and to flatter himſeli about it, 
daubing it over with ſome fine Colour or other: and, in a word, to 
juſtify, even openly his Sin, & ſecurely to lull himſelf, & Glory in it, 

THE Engliſh divine, as Sibbs, Bolton, Biſhop Hall, Simmons, 
Dr. Owcn, Mr. Baxtcr, Mr. Fenkins, Sc, as they are of a moſt 
exemplary Picty, ſo likewiſe they have more Addreſs and Skill 
to deal with the Conſciences of Men, either in diſcovering the 
Degrees that precipitate and caſt them into a Reprobate ſence, 
or elſe in Healing thoſe that are Ulcerated through Deſpair ; 
they have, I ſay, more Skill to deal with Conſciences through their 
own Expericnce, than I] the Caſvitts of other Countrys can pretend 
to: the good Biſhop Hall in his 61 : Soliloquy, pag. 239. calls it the 
Sting of Holineſs, when Men dally with Sin, and will be playing 
with ſnares and baits, andallow a ſecret liberty in their Hearts to 
Sin, conniving at many workings of it, and not ſetting upon Mor- 
tification with carneſt endeavours: though they be convinced. yet 
they are not perſwadcd to ariſe with all their might againſt the 
Lord's Enemies, but do his Work Negligently, which is an accure 
ſcd thing, and for this God caſts them upon ſore ſtreights. 

THESE Conſiderations ought to induce every Man to (tand very 
carcfully vpon his Guard; and to beg of Almighty God continually 
:0 preſerve him fwom the Temptation of firſt Aﬀſaults, for fear let 
fuffcring himſelf to be ſurprized with them, he paſſes on further, till 
at 
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at laſt he comes to a Reprobate ſence : he ought to do what Feſav 
Chriſs Commanded, s. e. Watch and Pray, that hc enter not into 
Temptation, Jn primis finibus arcendushoſtis ; nam cumintratit, & 
portis ſe intulit, modum a raptivis non acciptt, dum ſervitur libidini, fit 
conſurtudo, dim conſuctudins non reſiſtutur, fit neceſſtas, And not 
to dwindle and grow leſs in the ſtudy and practiſe of Piety, every 
Chriſtian ought continually to hold this neceſſary Ballance in his 
Hand, where on the one fide, he puts the Horrors and Terrors of 
Damnation, and on the other, the Excellency, the Advantage, and 
the Happineſs of Regeneration. Upon which my Father has an ad- 
mirable thought in his Criſtian Combat, which I believe, without 
any hyperbole, I may venture to ſay, I have Read above five hun» 
dred times, that ſo | might make it my principal Meditation, and 
therewith I will conclude. Eternal Damnation, ſayes he, is ſo hor- 
rible a ſtate of Evil, and our Regeneration, an attempt or indeavour ſo 

Full of difficulty, that to avoid and eſcape fo great an Evil, aud to ob 
tain ſo great a Bleſſing ana Happineſs, and to Labour in ſo good 8 
Work ; all dil:gence may be accompted lack, and our utmoſt Endeavours 
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Advertiſement of the Author. 


Q EVER AL having Read thefc RefieftioNhs in the French Tongue, 
\_) have Taxcd me on the one ſide for circumſeribing the Number of 
the Elcit among Proteſtants, within too Strait and Narrow Limits 
and on the other fide, for having too much widened and inlarged it as 
ts the Papilts; 1 found my ſe!lf obliged to taky off this imputation as well 
as I could, and therefore pref: ut you with this jhort Apology, in hopes 
that my defence will be ſuſſiciently juſtified by it, Tam of Mr. Baxter's 
Opinion, that God des more cornwve and wink at the Latitude of Er- 
rours in Dottrane, than at that of impurity cf Life, for St, Paul does 
nat exclude from Salvation all the Corinthians, becauſe of the great 
and heinous Errours among them in Dittrine, but he is Very ſevere I G- 
wards theſe that are negligent and carcleſs in the Condutt of their Lives, 
and that bave noregard for the looſneſsof their Carriages. And, ſo 
likewiſe are our great Drvines of the ſame Opintongthat Holineſs of Life, 
may very will ve compatible with Eirenrs in Dottrinay- (and thoſe great 
ones teo) and with the hopes of Saluation: And that ſeveral have ſuf- 
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Fered Marty#dom for Jeſus Chriſt, who notwirhſtanding have held 
very, ſtrange Erronious Opinions and Dotirines, among the N:1mber of 
whom were St, Irenzus, Juſtin Martyr, ard Sr. Cyprian ; eſpecrally 
Juſtin, of whom 4r, Daill'e obſerves rhe chilai(h thoughts be 14d of 
the perſon of Jeſus Chrilt, And who will bring into diſpure the Salvatt- 
en of Clemens Alexandrinus, although he believed that the wiſe Heas- 
thens, wha were called the Sages of their Countrys, were Saved by the 
Phyloſophy of Plato, and Ariltotle ? And 1 wenld not Condemn to Hell 
Bernard for having believed the Dottrine of Purgatory, nor although 
be continued all bis Life-time in the Communion of the Church of Rome : 
he was another St. Auſtin in the matters of Grace, ard he had the ſal. 
ties and flights of a perſon animated and inſluerced by a Spirit truly Di- 
P:ne, burnin; with a Holy Zeal towards the advancing of the Kingdom 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and he had an extraordinary Elevation of Spuit, and 
of good Devotion, which ſome vnadviſedly and raſnly have called Mon- 
kilh Devotion ; 1#have been much ajfetted with his Sprritual Aſcent 
or Ladder which reacheth from Earth to Heaven; he makes four 
Rounas or Steps of Aſcenſion ; the firſt is, Reading ; the ſecond, 7Te- 
aitation » thethird, Prayer ; and the fourth, Contemplation: Read- 
mg ſeeks after the ſweetneſs and pleaſure of a happy Life, and the tran« 
quility and peace of the Soul, Meditation finds ut ; Prayer begs ears 
neſtly for it ; and Contemplation taſtes and injozes it * Keading fixes 
him to the Bark of thoſe Words of Jeſus Chrift, | lefſed are the pure 
in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God; Meditation: takes notice that God 
aoth not ſay, Bleſſed wn.- e that are pure 12 Body, but only in Heart ;; 
$655 not enough to have the Hands Clean and Innocent, when the thoughts 
are Defiled and Criminal ; it conſiders the price of this Purity, us Re- 
ward, erd the Pleaſure that is to be raken un at, eſpecially in the laſt re- 
ward of all, which ts that of ſeeing God 5 Prayer warmed and heated 
by Meditation, makes the Soul as bumble and as low before God, as 
. was the Woman of Canaan, and then it was raiſed up to the boldneſs of 
begging of God this Purity of Heart firſt, and aftcrwaras un his tume 
the Beatrfical Viſion of his Preſence ; Conremplation ſayes with St, Pe- 
ter, that it is go0d to be here, Separated from the Ambaraſiments 
ard troubles of Secular Affairs; it 15 all together taken up with the cb- 
q*& of all our hopes, and forgetting all the Advanta,es, all the Prefits 
a the Beauties of this World, it is abſolutely ſet npon the purſuit of : 
one ſele Good and Beauty, which renders not only the Soul to be a'l 

Lovely and Spiritual, but the Boay too. 
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